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JOHN GILPIN. 

CHAPTER I. 

KOW HS NEVIK KNEW HIS PAIt£)fTSj 
AHD CAUZ TO HAVE A FATHER 
NOTWITHSTANDINO. 

JOHN GILPIN, whofe life forms 
the fubje6t of the following 
flieets, wa? by trade a linen-draper, 
and for many years kept a fliop^ 
nearly oppofite Mercer*s-Hall, 
Chcapfide. 

B Who 
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Who the real parents of Mr, G;7- 
fin were, is not fo certain. The 
bed and moil probable account of it 
is, that his father and mother were 
perfons well known in divers parts 
of the country, for their periodical 
excurfions with wild bealls, and 
other animals thought worthy the 
public curiofity, and that in their 
way from Epfom, where they had 
been for fbme days with their exhi- 
bition, to GuiUfBrdj the mother was 
taken in labour, and delivered of 
John Gilpin^ at Leatherhead, towards 
the end of the year 1729. 

The father and mother, fully in- 
tended to return^ after a day of a 
8 ' day 
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day or two at Guildfardj to Lond^n^ 
where preparations were making for 
the lying-in^ but abotit a nriile or two 
the other fide of JS^yiw, they accident- 
ally kW in with air unruly calG which, 
being beat by the driver, fet up n 
moft uncommon noiiie, ud fo af** 
frighted the poor woman, that (he 
could hardly re9x:h L^iiiriead be* 
lore &e was delivered of a boy, the 
/eafures of which fonuich refembled 
ehofe of the calf, to fay nothing t>S 
the head itfelf, as to have, aJt firfl^ 
very nearly induced the doctor to 
pronoiance it an a£tual abortioiit or 
mot worth the trouble of rearing it 
npi John Gi^in, however, was re- 
fervedfor a very different fate thaa 

E a what 
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what fuch a decree wchjIcI have firfv 
jt6ted him to, and his life was pre* 
ferved, perhaps, to experience as 
many vicifiitudes as have ever been 
known to fall within the courfe of 
years to which our exifttnce i^ gene- 
rally confined. 

• Mr. Gilpin'% father, whofe name 
h one amongft the many thaufand 
altogether unluaown, and forgotten 
to the prefenjt^ge, williti;^, like h2i 
fon, to feize etery opportunity of 
getting a penny, ufed to carry with 
his coIk£tion of wild beafts feveral 
afTes, for the purpofe of fupplying 
milk, and one Mr. Gilpin ^ in the 
commiffion of the peace, having 

threatened 
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4rhfeatcned hirn with the hq'pfc of 
e€rre£tion> a$ ^ vagraHt, he fent his 
afs up (lairs to him one morning^, in 
Vincoliv's •Iimji'^eMsA w^a^cf e h^ Kfcdi 
with a label iaftcncd round his neck 
containing his coa^linf3^nts> and.rc"- 
queftmg; his worfiup ta fend by him, 
the w^arrant of bi& commitment, as 
.the fitted; meileoger that could.be 
found for fuch an erj^and; TMst on \f 
ierved to incenfe his vo(&ip dii^t 

more, amd to render qej;(aW)» wji^ 

• • * 

jiad hitherto been bvt .doubt£u)j tld^ 
juitice never intendifig to- pot hi#^ 
t^ireat into execution. This freih a£^ 
j^ont) however,. pr^ftptly:deKf«ii«c4 
Jkio), and a warrant;: was- a«fUtall^ 
;fign€4 for the comflutn^nt.pf.G^if- 

5 ^'$ 
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pin'^ father to bridcwcH^ as commg 
immediately under the vagra&t a£lr. 

There arc few inen> however, 
whofe anger may not be appeafcd in 
fomc way or other, and the un- 
named antrcftor oijohn Gilpin ^ fooft 
found means to make peace with the 
jUftice, by underftanding that he wa9 
moft immoderately fond of a fine fat 
pig^ and fending the next day, an 
apology in the moft humble terms, 
ibr his condu6bj and begging his 
acceptance at the lame time of a 
moft delicious one of his own feed« 
ing> all which his worlhip was plea(> 
ed to fignify he was moft gracioufly 
HicliDed to receive, and defired 
^ withal. 
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withal, that Che pig might tie Gsnt 
to him the following Sundafy to 
his country houfe at Higbgate. 

Accordingly his wor/hfpj htving 
prcvioufly invited the parfon of the 
pariifh to dine witk him, confidering 
the intended prtfcnt as a fnug din* 
herjuft for thctnfclvcs i about cle« 
yen o'clock in the morning/a fmart^' 
looking lad left fomething packed 
up in a hand-bafket^ with a neat 
ITip of paper tied to it, directed to 
iberighf worJblpfutMr. Juftice Gilpin^ 
which having carefully given to thi 
maid - fervant, with orders for her 
delivering it immediatelf to his wor* 

ihip, 






Ihip^'te ^enir back tboi &me way ht 
ttmfip 'ku4 V^i4b,mucb won ba^ l ^ « 

... 

4, « 

The jufticc, who had kept a pretty 
ibafFp eye i9^th¥/4opr, no iboner hw 
(he meflenger at it> than he coiia> 
^uded that the ^ . was brou^t;, 
and coming to the top^of the ftair^s^ 
moft luftily ordered B^Ujt] to bring 
it upi aflking^her^ ai the fame tioie^ 
jf there wai a good fire^ and every 
tKing.ready.for bailing the pigj but 
no fooner was the baflcet opened^ 
than the pig. turned out to be a fine 
chopping boy^^with a card from Gilr^ 
jp^'s. father^ begging his acceptance 
ofthefame^ 
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It is impoflTible to fay, whether 
ihcjuftice or the maid was moft a* 
ftoniflicd and furprifird, the former 
at the impudence of the- fellowj 
and the latter from her ieriouOy 
thinking that the child was laid atithe 
right dooFv what vexeid^ hawev«r^ 
the old jufticc moft was, the par- 
fon*s believing it to be a premedi* 
tated aiFront, upon being told of 
the dilappointment his worfhip had 
met with, and turning upon his 
heels, with an intimation, that if 
he had known it, be Jhould have bad 
MO occafion to bave burrkd away bis 
^ongrtgatiaH. 

The juftice, however, who had 

no 



no chrld of bis own> and excepting 
a few peculiarities) was not witboui 
ft eoqfidcrable fkarc of good-nature, 
got> at lengthy the better of his paf- 
fioo> forgave the rogue of a father^ 
and adopted' the child^ whick he 
{railed after: his qwa name^ 



1 - » • 



4 I . 



i ) < 



. .' 1*4 Ov^ c .. . 






fr ■ • • • • > . « 



' • •• ^ ^ . 



W • « 



CI^AP. 



> « 



ViV> 



t » 1 



W 



CHAPTER II. 

HOW HE WAS SENT TO SCHOOL FOR 
EDUCATION, AND NEVER LEARNT 
ANY THING AT ALL, 

THE juftice, the next day, fint 
for a n^rfe, to whole care he 
committed the child, and the week 
after fent for it home, where he had 
it chtiftened by the name of Jobn 

• # * ' 

Nothing very particular refpcAing 
it happened during- the time it was 
at nurfe, except that no one could 

be 
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be prevailed upon to keep it above 
three or four months together, on 
account of the uncommon trouble it 
occafioned, as it wduld frequently 
cry and teaze the nurfe for pap^ af* 
(er a much greater quantity had 
been given it than would have ferv- 
ed any three or four children ; and, 
what is yet more extraordinary, tht 
Tame defirc lor that kind of fMdj 
continued with it uotil it K^ ^«* 
tained Xt^/iventh year^ when it be- 
came fo ¥cry greedy after it, that \t 
was with the greateft difficulty vtn^ 
ginable, that twice the beating a 
ilock-filh would take, could pdffi- 
:bly bre^fc it of it. 



at 



A( the ag^ fif thirrecaj %txi 
after being at tbc juftice's fimr 
<or ftrc yedr$» ivithout any very fe^ 
ivoiirable pMgMfti£$ of wk^ or ge* 
n\\j8^ Mafter Giljpm was feni to f 
:grammar fchool in the neighbour j* 
ji60d of Highgate^ where he had 
long bfen before kf becaqne the 
of Jiis fchogArftiio^^ 9nd g 
l^eipacual iubjf S: of itin afidridkule, 
<tioc more on accomt ^ the 4|illner§ 
'of his underftan^ngt. th{m the rpr 
^cuadity of f^nn ^ia body ^ume4> 
^ing .of hia: age .^ncomcnpojy fai: 
4ind grofs, which Qccafiofied ^im t;^ 
4iftye many appellations of cootempiC 
and derifion, and which added (iO a 
very large plump pair of x:beeka» 

C with 
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mfki brs'hair hanging down -in g^eat 
iquantities abput his fhoulders, made 
Ills appearance of too ludicrous a 
nature, not to favour the boys much 
in the fport they, were continually 
making of him. 

It was in vain, that the ma(ler«ii« 
xleavoured to teach him aay tbimg 
"farther than the common rules of 

4 

arithmetic, and the fpelling of three 
or four fyllables, and even thofe 
things he was fo very dull in, as Ire- 
-quently to go without the pudding 
t>r fyt^ dealt out to the other Jboy Sj 
merely becaufe he could not fpeli 
what might happen to be ^n the 
table. 

His 
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His fchool^fellowsj at' lengtir^ 
played fo many trkrks with him> that 
his life became infapportable. There 
was feldom a day paffed, that they 
did not contrive to i>ring him into 
fome fcrape or other, for the purpofc 
of getting him beat. If he fell afleep, 
which he very often did^ poring^over 
his book, they^ were fuFC to fatten 
the collar ufed as a punffhment for 
thofe that played truant, round his 
neck, the key of which, after lock- 
i'^g.iti they would flip into the poc- 
ket of the matter f at other times, 
they would rob (brae neighbouring 
orchard of fruit, and after putting 
what might be rotten of it into his 
Jatchelly inform againft him as- the 

, C 2 perfon 
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perfim wha had eomttiUted ctie t&ef^> 
fametimes they wckjld tie a piece of 
ftring to one of his legs> and after* 
warda ti> the mafter*t deflcy fo that 
when' the fchool broke up> poor 
Gilpin was fiM'e to pull every thing 
dowf> about his ears |. in ^rtj na 
oppcM^ti^itjr was ever loft of making: 
him an objeft of their ^rt and 
merriment* 



AA tvetit^ hoK^ver^. at leitgtii 
happened that reiie^red him &om hi4 
difagreeable fituatiom One of tb^ 
boys who had grossly o&nded his 
father, having a note fcnt him for 
his nu^fter to give him>agood whip* 
ping» with his poUtive injuniffcions 

for 
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ibr deliveridg the fame, without any 

I- 
name in it, the wicked rogae archly 

prevailed on young G/7^J», ih conQ- 
deration of a roll and trencky firft'had 
and obtained, to prefent the' ifamc 
in his (lead, and nothing more be-; 
ing requefted in it, than that the 
hearer might, at the defire of the 
boy's father, have a proper chaftife* 
ment for fome very ill behaviour, 
the mafter had poor Gilpin immedi- 
ately horfed, and he was inftantly 
made to receive the punifhment in- 
te<ld4d for the boy that had put the 
trick upon him. 

Whatever immediate inconveni- 
ence this rhight put him to, it 

C 3 proved 



any figure in a military line; his- 
worIhip> indeed,, thought he might 
do very well for the fea^ and even 
went fo far as to fay, he would pro* 
cure him a midfhipman*S'birth>-buC 
John Gilpin difliking this as much as 
his worihip liked the other, a medium 
way was ftruck out, and he was ac- 
cordingly apprenticed to a linen dra- 
pry nearly oppofite Mercir^z-HaU; 

Cbeapfide. 

1 
Young Gilpin had^fcarcdy bcea ar 
month in his appi^nticeibip, before 
he became the butt of every one iar 
the houfe, and -the caufe of conti^ 
nual difagreements between himfeif 
and^his mafter s from being fent ot^ 

athou* 
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' CHAPTER lit, 

. f - 

HOW HB WAS APPR£iiriCfiD OVf> 
AND NEVEH KKBW HIS TRAD£. 

TLyTH- JUSTICE GILPIN had no 
■^ • •'^ Iboner mkca him homcj than 
lie began ferioufly to confider, in 
what manner he ihould dijpofe of 
bim. T^ttnji Gilpin himfelf> who had 
a vcrjr martial tttro> was for gmng 
imo tfte^ nwf^ but the old gentle- 
wan had no bpmion of any odicr 
conimilfion« Ahiir /ihir sf the peace, 
and tli^i^t hkti befides^ much too 
tail and impolifted^ wer to make 
2 any 
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of wbichi never failed expofing hint 
to the circle of his^acquaiatancer 

A pretty competent judgment of 
thi& may be formed if it were but 
from the fa£t of his having^, at the 
age of nineteen, fuffcred bimfclf to 
be fo egregioufly impofed upon as 
tabt fent down to Greenwicbr otr an 
Eafter Monday, to fee the lions m 
the tower waflied, which he was tol4 
would be taken there for that purT^ 
p<>rc. 

With regard to his bufinefs, Mb. 
Saunders^ his mailer, found it fo im^- 
pofllble to entruft him with any paiat 
of it> without his making fome 

blunder 
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Ui^ndcr orother^ th^t he, at lengthy 
left him to employ his time juft as 
he thought proper, thinking it of no 
,kind of ufe to him . In confequence 
oi t\m,^yoHng GUpin daihed out inta 
whatever was thought gay and falht- 
pnable. He attended the hunt oa 
JSpping Forefty the reviews at Black* 
heathy the races of AJcot and Epjom^ 
failed down to Blackwall to eat white 
bait, and, ^ipon an occadon, helped, 
not a little, to kick up the duft in a 
fbaeion and pair y with fome good-na;« 
tured damfel, and fervant for the day^ 
to the. Star and Garter at Ricbmondy 
to all which purpofes, and many 
Others of alike nature, he appropri- 
ated 
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«ted the very luindibine idlowanoe 
made him by tlie juftice. 

At fiome, j^Mifg Gilfui wta at the 
top of every thkig jKdite Md ckgant* 
Maryhone Gardefis, and Finch*** 
OrottOj were'duU^ithout him. The 
Coffee-Houies never failed, whea 
abfent, to nniis his eooipany. The 
Mall in Moet^eUs^ the Ride in Hyde 
Pari, and the walk in St. Jamis^^ 
Parkj were filled with whiipers upon 
fiis appearance : the whole ^(frps q£ 
naiHiners and rifey nymphs re- 
founded in his praiie;^ aRd^the win- 
dows of the Green-JFIoufe in Km- 
Jingf on Gtirdtn^, were fcratchedj from 
<me end to the othei;, by fome fair 

hajid 
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hand, with a thoufand different fpc- 
cies of poetry in his favour. 

Toung Gilpin was, be fides, certain 
to attend every new prod uftion at 
cither of the Theatres, and which he 
obftinatcly did for two or three years, 
notwithftanding he was feveral times 
turned out of the pit, for hifling the 
only good parfs of the- piece thfen under 
the judgment of the houfe. 

But a thing worfe than all, was, 
the impoiition that his. extreme va- 
nity continually expofcd him to^ 
fiftitious letters from fome well- 
known beauty, or favourite toaft, 
jwcre frequently fabricated, and he 

D was 
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was perpetually carried to Hantfjiead^ 
Richmond^ Windfory and other parts 
of the country, after fome vifionary 
objeft, that had no exiftence what- 
ever, but in the fi&ion of his friends^ 
or the working of his own conceit^ 
ibmetimes they would write to hino 
in the name of fome lady of faoiily 
and fortune^ by a perfon drelTed in 
the liv«ry of her fcrvant, caufing 
him afterwards to go into the very 
houfe, under fome pretence or other<» 
which, zom\ViC\n% young Gilfiny whe 
never failed to watch him, tbatrthe 
letter was real, frequently got him- 
ielf well caned upon waiting on 
the lady ; and at other times, they 
would make an appointment be- 

X tween 
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twecn him and the wife of fomcciti- 
zen> at the public gardens, caufing 
her to give a defcription of her drefs 
as a fignal for him^ which Gilpin cre« 
duloufly believing, never negleAed 
to accoft the firft woman that fell 
into his way, who might anfwtr the 
account given, and as feldom failed 
getting a good beating, by the huf* 
band, or gallant, in whofe company 
ihe might happen to be. 

It was one of thefe unfortunate 
experiments on young Gilpin's vanity 
and credulity, that caufed another 
revolution of his face, at A much 
earlier period than it would natu« 
rally have taken place. 

Da In 
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in order, if poflible, to cure him 
efFeftuallyofhis folly, his fellow ap- 
^ prentices gave him an invitation ta 
meet a lady of fafhion and diftinftioa 
at Ranelagh. Asyotmg Gilpin was de- 
termined to give her the defired in-^ 
terview in a ftyle fui table to her 
rank^ the loan of a mod: elegant 
Jaced fuit of cloaths was negotiated 
in Monmouth-ftreet, for that even* 
ing OKly, and a new bow of white 
fattin ribbon edged with pink and 
£lver was made up on the occafion 
for his filvcr-hilted fword, the blade 
of which his fellow-apprentices 
found means to break ofFjuft at the" 
top, and to.fubftitute his yard meat 

a 
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furty which was round and <>f an 
equal lengthy in its ftead* 

Having armed himfelf, at all 
paints, in the very top of the faihion^ 
juft before the duflc of the evening, 
young Gilpin^ not being able to pro- 
cure a coach, darted through Cheap* 
fide, and continued his route along 
Fleet-ftreet and the Strand, to Char- 
ing-crofs, where an eighteen-penny 
fare prefently fct him down at Rane* 
hgb^ every one he met making a 
full ftand at him, and all the people 

in the (hops he palTed, as well as 
gentlefolks in their carriages, ftretch- 
ing out their heads, and looking 
after him as far as they could, won- 

D 3 dering 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^OW THE JUSTICE FORBADE HIM 
HIS HOUSEj AND HO^ HS WENT 
TO IT NEVERTHELESS, 

^^UOVGU young Gilpin found, 
-*• no doubCj a very great fatif- 
faftion in the pleafures he was en- 
joying, the continual dunning of his 
creditors, for by this time his extra* 
vagance had plunged him over head 
and ears in debt, made him, at laflr, 
as much defirous as his mafter 
could poflibly be^ of quitting his 
fervice, a refolution, in which he 

was 
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was not a little encouraged by the 
lK>pe he entertained of a favourable 
reception from the juftice, not in 
the lead fufpefttng, that he had 
been at all acquainted with the 

line ofcondu(ft he hadobferved* 



. He accordingly wrote to Mr. Juf^ 
$ici GVpin:, for the purpofe of in- 
forming him^ that he could no loiW 
ger remain with his malter, and 
was, therefore, under a neceflity of 
wi(hing that he might have his per* 
miffion of returning honie. — In a 
few days, a letter in anfwer was 
written young Gilpin, but hi^ fellow 
apprentices, whoK^were xontjinually 
diverting thenpfelvcs.athis cxpence, 

intercepted. 
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intercepted the hmc, which in moft 
diredt and peremptory terms> poKi- 
tivcly forbade his coming to hiS' 
houfc,or quitting his mafter's fervice, 
adding at the fame time, that his be- 
haviour had been fo very bad, that he 
fliould ftop his allowance, and cut 
him off, at his death, with a fingle 
fbilling, as a mark of his difpleafure 
tad refcntment. 

The letter ^}f<y added^ that even 
had be ftill continued in his good 
graces, it would have been vtry in*- 
convenient to him to have received 
him» as there was not then a fpare 
bed in the houfj^, and as to the 
young lady he had enquired after» 

Ihc 
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^e begged he would think no more 
of her^ as ihe was then at the point 
of marriage with a gentleman, a 
Jieutenant colonel in the Suilex 
iriilitia. 

XHlfirCs feUow apprentices having 
^ot this letter, brought by the poft 
from thejuftice at Brighthelmftone, 
to which place he had retired, they 
determined to f upprefs it, and deli* 
ver young Gi^in a counterfeit letter 
in its dead, in which the juftice 
"fhould be made to give him a 
favourable anfwer. They accord- 
ingly tore the letter the juftice had 
fent, and wrote another in its room, 
in which the juftice was made to 

tell 
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tell him, that he entirely approved 
of his quitting his matter's fcrvice, 

and cxpefted to fee him at Bright- 

• • , 

helnrillone as foon as poITible ; that 
he had caufed an apartment to be 
fitted up for him; and that the 
young lady, a Mi/s Fprbes^ he afked 
after, defired to be remembered to 

• • • r 

him with every poffible mark of 
love and refpcft. The letter con- 
cluded with defiring that he would 
lofc no time, but let him fee him 
the very firft opportunity, 

• f " 

The hand-writing of the juftice, 
and the poft-mark were fo well 
counterfeited, that young Gilpin 
faw no reafon to rfiink any impo- 

fition 
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fttbn had been pradifed, and im* 
mediately concluded it to be a ge- 
ntaine letter. He accordingly loft 
no'time in preparing for his intended 
vifit to thc/juftice, and in the courfe 
of two or three day§, fct off for 
Bri^ibelmft^mj mxh a couple of his 
companions, where he arrived juft as 
he bad done breakfaft, 

Toung 'Gilpin i upon being admitted 
info thejuftice's prefence, approach- 
ed his worihip with a great deal of 
confidence, and expecfbed a fui table 
return, but the old gentleman re- 
ceived .him very coolly, and with 
^reat indifference aiked hin>, l^ow be 
-did. Mafter Gilpin^ could plainly 

E perceive 
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pcrcervt that all was not right, and 
though he couW not readily recon- 
cile it with the letter he had rc- 
<rcived> hemts, neyerthclcft, deter- 
mined to wait patiently for the juf- 
tice's being in a better humour. 
On the other haiul^ his worftip, 
though he had forbade him tl^ 
houfej could not find in his heart 
^ to turn him out before he had 

dined* 

Accordingly he was. permitted t^ 
fit down to dinner, and every things 
to appearance/ was going oA very 
fmoothly, but nothing in this life is 
certain I the juftice had jufl: got the 

better 
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better of his anger>>^t being fplalhed 
all over by yifung Gilfin*h helping 
him to fomc goofe, and now a frelh 
caufc of his. difpleafur^ avofc^ thaf 
was not to be tnduredj nwch lefs ik 
readily done away, for the jliili^ip 
alking Kim if be would have aw^ more 
'ddmjm tari^ he feized hold of what 

temamed in the diih^ ^^ ^^^r c^ 
4i}g two or three fpoanibU out of 
at> applied his mouth to the 
edge with ^n intentipa of pouring^ 
the fyrup that was left doawa his 
throat,' but the difli acddentally 
flipping afide h\% mouthy the whole 
of it went'upon the laced frill of hia 
fiurti. and white fattin waiitcoai:^ 

E« Thi« 
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This put the juftice into fucH a 
paflion> that he immediately caU 
kd him a carekfs dog^ and told 
him that he had indeed a great 
deal of afluFance in coming there 

• Toung Gilpin inftantly replied, {bat 
be bad not come there if he had- not been 
defiredfo ta dv. . " If y<iu had not Keen 
*' defiredfo to do I (exclaimed the juf- 

■ 

" tice).How dare you to talk' in this 
manner, when I pofitively forbade 
you my houfe? and told you in 
" my letter, that I fliourd cut you 
•'off with a fhilling!" «*Your 
" Jetter, fir, (anfwered young Gilfin) 
H informed me of no fuch thing, 

« but 
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but, on the contrary, told me 

you ihould be glad to fee mc,< 
*^ and that you defired I would 
** lofc no time in conning to you, 

as the letter itfeJf (producing it 

at the fame moment to the juf- 

tice) will bcft prove. " The 
j\iftice immediately fcized hold of 
the letter, and no fooner ran- 
his eye over it,, than he declared 
die whole of it a mod impudent 
forgery, in which he was corrobo* 
rated by Mifs Forbes^ who was then 
prefent. 

Xaung Gilpin attempted a reply, 
but the old gentleman catched hold 
of a cane, and vowed he would y 

E 3 break 
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break every bone he had, * if he did 
not immediately return back to 
his mafter,. and prove a dtitiful- ap- 
prentice. 



\ 
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eFTAPTER V. 



HOW HE INTENDED TO ESPOUSE A 
MISS LOVEALL>. AND "V^AS MAR- 
HIED TO HIS MASTER^S WIDOW* 

I 
I 

THOUGH the feelings of young 
Gilpin were perhaps the laft 
lit' \kkt world to be hurt, his pride 
became, neverthelefs, fo very fenfi- 

bly afFefbed, at his being fent back 
again to bis mafter,, that it was fe- 
verai days before he could poiTiblj 
hold up his head* 

He 
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He had fcarccly recovered Ms 
fpirits, ho^ftter, before he deter- 
mined to marry a young lady thafe^ 
would render him^'at otkce^ inde- 
pendent of his worihip^ and the 
world at large, and to enable him 
to do which, the confent of the fair 
one, was all that he Jiood in ne^d of. 
The perfon here alluded to, was a* 
1^1 ifs Loveally in wHofe eye be 
had long flattered himfelf he had 
been thought fonntthing more than 
mortal. 

V 

He accordingly prevailed on Mr. 
Seville, . a friend of bis, to wait 
upon the young lady with a ^ecla* 
ration of his paffion, but inftead 

of 
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of it& producing any fort ofritum 
from her^ the youeg lady became 
enamoured with Mr. BevilU, and the 
plenipotentiary from the court of 
love, in behalf of young Gilfin^ 
improved it fo fuccefsfully, that ia 
lefs than a fortnight after feeing 
,onc another, they were adually 
•married, Mr. BeviUei whb was 
a young gentleman^ of conEderai- 
ble property; having firfl: gene- 
roufly fectledv the whole of hear fituv 
tune upon her. 

This, However, being' kept a 
profound fecret {torn young Gslpm^ 
he, foon afterwards^ thindcing tnati- 
ters ^efficiently ripe for his purpofe, 

iilfifted 
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infiftcd upon Mr. BeviiU'i acconnf*- 
panying him to Mift L9veall^ fup* 
pofing her yet unmarried, in order- 
to be prefent at the jinal adjult-- 
ment o£ the necefiary prelimina- 
ries. Mr. BeviUe^ than whom, no 
one better loved a joke, not only 
favoured his ignorance and vanitjc, 
but affcuailjT agreed .to atttnd him^ 
to Mtfs Lweaffa. the day be ap^ 
pointed, when he even went fo 
hr ai^ to fuficr hiaofelf to be intror 
duced to her. 

Mr. BeviUe thanked him for his- 
poHtenefs, and expreHTed the fenfe^ 
be had of the great honour in^ 
tended him^ but wiihed at the 

fame 
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fume iimt, when he thought pro- 
per to prefent him to a 4ady he 
was upon the point of being mar* 
Tied to^ it had not been bis own 
wife! TottMg Gilpin was thunder- 
^uck at this, but a 11 ale explana-. 
tfiation foon convinced him that it 
was really fo, and that the young 
iaidy, liking Mr. BeviUe better iban 
foi did bim^ had given him her hand 
in marriage. 

Toung GUpfn^ however, was de- 
termined not to fubmic to, what. he 
called an attack, not only an his 

« 

honour, but againft his peace and 

happin^fs, and could not be dif- 

foaded fwm. foftdiag Mr. Bevilhz 

3 challenge 
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didllenge, Which he accepted, and 
the party and feconds took the field 
the next day. 

An expedient, hoMrever, was hit 
tipon by Mr. Seville and the fe- 
conds'to prevent any fatal confc- 
quences, and as Toon as 'Mr. Beville 
fired. In return to young Gilpinh 
dirdharge, for neither piftol had 
any ball> the latter's fecond cried 
out, that be (young Gilfin) was 

wountie'dj and Immediately, un- 
der pretence df' -putting his hand 
to the part, cmptred a ftn«U 
phial bottle of blood, which run- 
jiing all down his waiftcoat, and 
making a great (hew upon the 

^round^ 
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ground', ctufcd y9wtg Gilpin to cx- 
clainiy Hfoi be vms a dead man ! Tak- 
ing advantage of fats fean, they affcA- 
ed to be under no fmall apprehenfiona 
offaisJife'a being in danger, and had 
h\m inftantiy conveyed home, where^ 
one of the faculty, who defired to 
participate of the joke, put a ban« 
dage over his eyes, pretending that 
ihis wound was too Jhocking for 

him to fee, and fo purged, cupped^ 
and phlebdtomifed, the unfortunate 

patient, that he waa almoft reduced 

^E to 
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to a fkeleton before he was pro* 
mouhccd entirely recovered of the 
Wound he had received • . 



The affair getting wind, y(^ung 
JGHpin was too much chagrined to 

come abroad, and his ma{ler> Mr. 

Saunders^ dying, he determined^ bet- 
ing in the Jaft month of his appcen- 
ticeihip, upon payiagYhis addreffes 
to his widow, who flattering herfclf 
that the juftice would leave him all 
Jie had, at bis death, encouraged 

him 



wSti 2 



C 47* 3 

him in his fuit^ and they were ac- 
cordingly married in a very fhort 
time afcerwards« 



CHAF- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HOW HE CARRIED ON THE BlTSINBSSy 
AND SCARCELY EVER MEDDLE^ 
WITH IT. 

JOHN GILPIN had no fooncr 

entered into the matrimonial 
ilate, than he inAantly difpatched a 
Special meflenger with the news 
thereof to the juflicej thinking that 
his having taken to himfelf a wife^ 
would afford fuch an eacneil of his 
future good conduft^ as to bring 
about a reconciliation i but the 
juftice, fo far from approving of 

the 
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the matcli he had made^ or m>- 
<leed^ of bis marrying at all, be**- 
camc more incenfed than ever, and 
wrote him in the moft cxprcfs and 
pofitive terms, that he would never 
forgive him for what he had done ; 
and furely nothing could have proved 
more unfortunate for Jobn Gilfin, than 
his giving him frefti caufe of ofFcncc 
juft at this time ; for in lefs than a 
month afterwards, the juftice was 
taken ill, and carried off in a few 
days by a putrid fever. 

The death of the jufticc, whofe 
fon John Gilpin had always been 
taught to believe he w^s, raiied 
every emotion in his breaft of con- 

F ccrn 
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ccrn and furprife, but his bequeath- 
i'ng him no more than a legacy of 
Jive hundred pounds^ and adding- a 
note thereto, that he had the fatif- 
faflion of refleftmg at his death, 
that ^^ was nojonofhis^ abfolutely 
threw him into a fit of ficknefs, 
which for fome time confined him 
to his bed. 

• Having obtained a re-eftablifli- 
ment of his health, he began to rc- 
fle£t a little on his fituation. His 
wife had not yet fccn her thirtieth 
year, and liad a very confiderable 
value in ready money by her. The 
(hop too^ was in full bufinefs^ fo that 
Jabn Gilpin determined upon conti- 
nuing 
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Hiring the trade, and all things con- 
fidered^ did not look either upon his 
prefent date, or future profpefts, in 
quite fo defponding a point of view, 
as he had at firft confidercd them. 

And here, indeed, the extraordi- 
nary whim oijohn Gilpin exhibited 
zxi additional proof of there being 
Certain revolutions in man, as well 
as in empires i for fcarcety had 
he applied himfelf to bufincfs fix 
months, before his hair was ex-- 
changed for a ivigy his Jword for a^ 
jrtfr^ me afu re, and his^^r//r/7^i:and 
tambour waiftcoaty for a good plain 
brown fuit of cloaths, which he had 
brulhed clean every* morning before! 

he came into theihop, 

F2 But 
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But circn here only a glimmering 
of hope prefented itfclf, for the fa<5t 
was, that he had only grvcn up one 
fpccies ofpuppyifm for another. Hh 
flioes were now nicely ftiined every 
day, with the true patent blacking, 

juft then brought into ufe^ and his 
looking glafs was fixed as faft ia 
the moft confpicuous part of the 
iho^> as a bad ihilling to the comp« 
tef. But inftead of attending opon 
the cuftomers with his goods^ and 
defcanting for half an hour together 
on the finenefs of a piece of muflin> 
his time was wholly employed ia 
Entertaining the ladies in the back; 
parlour^ and treating at large^ of the 
excellency of his coffif, and ckecolaut 

It 
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It was happy, however, for hlnrij 
that Mr J, Gilpin^s clevernefs in bufz- 
Bcfs, rendered bis not interfering in 
iti of no kind of confcquence,^ and 
fo long as he kept at home, flic 
had fenfe enough to make it a 
matter of indifference in what man- 
ner he employed his time. 

Indulged, therefore, in his vein 

of humour, no man was ever a clofer 

• » 

houfe-keeper. His mind, however, 

ftill dwelling on a milidary life, he 

could not reiift the innpulfc 

of his inclinations for entering 

into the Trained Bandsy of whick 

he was made a captain, and had a 

company in the jellow. regiment, 

F 3 which 
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i^hich Mri. Gilpin was fo much oF* 
fended at, that havings fome linle 
time afterwards, the yelUrw jaira- 
dice, (he wai fpiteful enough to 
pronounce it a judgment on himi 
for becoming a fgUier^ as (he was 
plealed to cxprefs it. 

This, however, became his bohhy-- 
hrfiy and his accoutrements, every 
Saturday, were burnifhed^ and 
brightened up, with the brafs candle- 

ftickfii and culinary articleSi by hit 
favourite houfe-maid, and kept con* 
ftahtly hanging^ over the chimney 
(liece in his dining parlour ; fb very 
partial^ indeed, was he to this new 
cbarafttTi that he even went to the 

expcncc 
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cxpence of having his pifture drawn 
4ii full lengthy which he ornamented 
with a moft elegant franie> and had 
hung over the fire place in his bcft 
room. 



t f 
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CHAPTER VIL 



HOW HE THOUGHT HIMSELF a SEN- 
SIBLE MAN^ AND WAS MADE A 
FOOL OF BY EVERY ONE. 



/T^HE world abounds with in- 

■*- dividuals, who feem as if 

, they were marked out, and intended 

to be the but, and ridicule of others, 

and no one could furely appear 

more fo than John Gilpin^ who, 

whatever might be his fituation, 

2 was 
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was always certain of finding hinv- 
felf a fubjcft of public fport and de» 
rifion ; and from which^ neither his 
gravity, as a refpe^tablc tradefman, 
nor his importance as a captain in 
the trairCd bands, could poflxbly 
proteft him, 

A very memorable and moft 
laughable inftance of this, occurred 

foon after the exhfbition of his 
pifture, when, having a party of 
friends to dine with him, they rci- 
fblvcd to make free with it, and 
having made JobnGilpin pretty drunk 
in the evening, and found occafion 

to fend him out of the room for 

about 
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^ODt half an hour^ they began their 
intended operation, with giving him 
a couple of black eyes, by fmearing 
them round with a burnt cork, and 
afterwards difcolouring every one of 
his buttons, which were gold, and of 
the moft elegant kind i afterwards 
they gave him a bloody nofc with 
fome of the claret, and in this con- 
dition left the pidturc 

Soon after this procefs had been 
gone through, John Gilpin made 
his appearance, and having fat him- 
felf down in a chair dircftly oppo- 
fite to the pifture, the only one 
left for him, one of the company 
alked the favour of a fong, which 

bcins 
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bring readily complied with, he put 
his hands in his bofom, and threw 
back his head, as was his ufual way, 
but the pifture catching his eye the 
inftant he was going to begin, he 
immediately changed his counte- 
nance, and complaining that he had 
got the head ache» begged leave to 
retire* 

Though poor Gilpin faid nothing, 
thje company could plainly perceive 
that he thought a great deal of 
what had been done, an opinion in 

whrich they werfi foon confirnicd, 
by the receipt of a note from him, 
apologizing for his abfence, and re- 

quefting. 



quelling, they would ^xtt^c him for 
ibi rmaUdtr $f the wgbt. 

Nothing could pofliWy have af- 
fcfted him nmore than the liberty 
taken with a pifture, on whicii he 
had fo much fet his heart, ^d^ what 
added not a little to it, he had the 
mortification of its being whifpcrcd 
the next morning throughout the 
city, ^taitJ(4mGilfm had a couple of 
i>lack eyes and a bloody rxoft f nor 
was it until he went abroad, and 
iheii^d hkmfelf, that the public 
could be conirinced to the contrary. 
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In fhort, it was very rarely, in- 

' , * • ♦ • 

deed, that a week ever piaffed ovw 
Jobn Gilptns head, without fomc 
fijch account of him. .If, he went 
out for the day, which, he would 
fometimes do, it was ten to one, but 
he was fent home dead drunk, with 
his coat buttoned to hi^ waiftcoat 
as if he had loft one fide of it, or 
his ftockings cut and flaflied, and 
the gaps done over with/ed oakum, 
as if they were bloody ; fometimes, 
induced at a turtle feajiy by the ex- 
treme heat of the weather/ to fit 
down to dinner without his wig, 
one of the company would contrive 

G to 
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to ^ behiAd him, and fprinkle 
Ibiiie pounded fugar on iiis bare 
head, which, dried up by the fun, 
4h6 fiieS W6ttld gather «ft it ift ^reat 

* 

fwarihs, and plague ami tttrment 
\Am in fuch a naannfer, iis to pWvent 
tiim frem eating ; and iit 6*thef 
times^ if he cKanced to fall kfleep, 
Jiis wi^c v/?ls fare of feeing him at 
night with the face of a Cherokee 
^Mefi but what vexed hiift tnorc 
than all, whehever he had to attend 
In the quality of a Captam in the 
traitid Bmnds^ on a field-day, they 
Were fare either to prevent it, or 

render it very difagreedbie to him, 

by 
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by giving either bim or his hotfc 
fome ftrpng purgative, or other, in 
£}me df ink^ the d^y before.^ 

An accident, however, happen- 
ed, that for a whrfe prevented yoif^ 
Gifpin from coming out of doers, 
lor going one evening to the pky- 
houfe, and putting his great coat 
on the feat by him in the two ihil- 
Mng^ gallery, where, in imitation of 
the great he ufed fometimes to fit 
iniogr a wag had for fbme time kept 
an eye on it, and determined to 
pxakQ it h)s own. Accordingly 
^obn Gilfiti having fall^jn faft afleep 
about the third a<ft of the play, he 

G z found: 
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found means to wafer his own name 
in the infide of the great coat, fo 
that when Jo&n Gilpin laid hold of 
U at the conclufion of the entertain* 
ment, the wag very fcriouily afked 
him, " What he was going to do ?" 
Poor Gilpifi replied, ** That he was 
^oiijg to put on his . great coat." 
" You are a very impudent fellow 
(cried the other) and if I had a con* 
ftable near at hand, I would cer* 
tainly have you made an example 
of." 

Thefe words were like a clap of 
thunder to yoln Gi/pn, and it now 

* 

became 
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l^ecama a queftion, in whi(;ii l3» 
greateft part of the galleiy utrr« 
fbrcd, wba/i coat it wesily was.j-f«>r 
** If it belongs to jmi . (crie^ Jbj&d 
Gilpin, addreffing hitnielf to the 
ftranger) tell thefe Gentlemen^^ 
(looking round to the Company), 
How yo'u know it ?'' ** By the name: 
of Jofeph Sharp, which, if my 
coat, (cried he) will be found un-^ 
der the cape'* The coat was im-^ 
mediately examined, and the name^ 
being found as mentioned, it was> 
declared to belong to the ftranger^ 
ar^d pQ©jr Gilpin, unable to be heard^^ 
in his defence, was fo roughly/ 

G3 treatedi. 
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treated^ under, the idea of his bein^^ 
a cifeat, that he was very glad to 
get away with a! broken head, that 
aifhially confined him for fom etime 
to his room. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

HOW HE ENDEAVOURED ON ALE 
OCCASIONS TO PLEASE MRS. 
GILPIN, ANDHIGHLY OFFEN- 
DED HER NOTWITHSTANDING. 

TOHN GILPIN now fouad hira^ 
•^ felf the father of ^ a family of 
three children, all females, the 
oldeft of whom^ Mifs GUpin^ a 
very prorriifing girl, he fent, at the 
age of thirteen, to a very capital 
boarding-fchooP in the neighbour- 
hood of Hackney* 

It 
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It was now pretty nearly nineteeir 
years that John Gilpin had . been- 
married, every one of which, if- 
entered particularly into, would be 
found replete with fuch anecdotes 
as thofe already giv^n. It was even 
the Icaft part of his concern^^ that 
his friends and acquaintances (hoqld- 
be continually diverting themfelves 
at bis CKpenoc. He wa» equally 
unfortunate in the t<9ft!ment he re- 
€€iy€d from- the Pub|ic at large j a. 
moft extraordinary, and trqly ludi- 
crous inilance of which,, prcfented 
itfelf, that afterwards afforded a. 
v£fy laugbabl* fubje^l to a <mtt 9^ 

Tufticc, though- atieiidsd witb very 
•^ . ' jviftice. 
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fatal confequences to one of the 
parties., 

Johi Gilpin had been out^ one 
Sunday evening, to a chriflening, 
on which occafiQn he had mounted 
a new hat and perriwig ; and in his 
way home, juft after dulk, through 
Moorfieids, a fellow fnatched his 
hat from off his head, and carried 
it away ; Joii>n Gilpin^ who Was 
pretty bulky, ran after him as fait 
as he could, but was fo much out 
of breath, that he had no power to 
cry, flop thief ! nor to go any far- 
ther, than the firft'poft he met with, 
where flopping to reft himfelf> 

another 
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anothdV fellow came up to him, and 
afked him, what was the matter^ 

** I have been robbed (faid GUpinJ by 
^n impudent rsfcal of ny^ katf and 
can't run any farther after him if it 
%v<u tQ fave tny life.'' '* Qm't yoUt 
(<jriQ4 th« fellow) tbm TU if0vepur 
ivig h 0^4!'' wpoo which k 
foatcb^d off hi§ wig^ an4 v^^ 
away with it, with *U th(^ W^^^ 
in the W0rl4* thinfein|[ hinjielf 6^ 
tiire from th« y%% b]:ok$0^wiA4f4 

condition in which John GUpi^!^ 
remained » 



The rogues, however, who ^' 
longed to a very formidable gang^ 

were 
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were fooa afterwards apprehended, 
and one of them aftually hangtfd 
hy way of ah ^atnple to the 
others. 

Although very little, indeed, hftB 
been faid of Mrs. Gilpin^ Meanitig 
nothing farther fhail to give the 
iaife 6f yobn Gilfin^ it muft be ob^ 
ifefved^ of her» that Osr was of the 
nibft perfed: good nature ^ and that 
no ^uarrcl ever happened between 
them, till occafioned by the follow* 
ing event, Jobti <yilph having ever 
proved as ready^ as Mr$. Gilpin^ to 
make 411 things agreeable* 

Jokrl- 
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. Johru Gilpin y it feems bad order- 
ed his man Thomas to fetch him 
home from a Parifh feaft, which had 
been held at the Queen's Arms in St 
Paul's Church Yard. Thither his man 
w6nt, with his red rocolo and lant- 
horn, a^ eleven o'clock, but his maf- 
ter not caring tp quit, his glafs fo 
(oon, TCiomas was .defined to wait 
below in the kitchen^ where he was 
taking foch good care of, as foon 
to beccme as drunk as his mafler. 

About two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, John Gilpin and his man, Talli- 
ed forth, in order to walk it home, 

and had not proceeded any farther 
than the firft kennel, before foufc 

iato 
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inta it> they bath went. John 
Gilpmt amd his maHy got (afe out &f 
it; but leff their lltiliioFn behind, 
and coming to the punip> m St. 
PaulV Church Yard» Jolm perfetd^ 
ed his mafter it would be better to 
have the dirt wafhed off his face* 

r 

Accordirigly aa foon as they had 
got to th^ pttrap for that purpofe, 
Thomas feized hold of his maker's 
arm^-and thinking it the handle of 
the pump, began fwinging it back- 
wards and fbrwardir, with all hi$ 
might, which made his mafter fo 
fick, that he prefcrttly began bring- 
ing up the contents of his fupperi- 
but I'bomas thinking it was the wa- 

H ter 



( H ) 

ter rtinning put of the purnp^ wafli- 
ed his face with it^ fo that when 
he got home, there was a bit of 
ham flic]£iqg on one place ; a hit of 
carrot in another^ and a bit oi chicks 
en, or greens in a third ; in fhort> a 
bit of whatever he had brought up 
was found in fome part of his face^ 
or other, which fb enraged Mrs. 
Gilpin, that it was for feveral days 
before fhe could be brought to hold 
. any converfation with him, much 
lefs forgive him for the ridiculous 
figure he had made of himfelf. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

now HE AGREED TO MAKE A HO' 
LIDAY WITH HIS WIFE AN9^ 

FAMILY, AND PREPARED FOR 

«■ 

THE SAME. ' - 

• • • 

TOHN GILPIN, who, whatever 
ridiculous there might be about 
him, had certainly a very fincere af- 
fedion for his wife, was extreme^ 
ly uneafy at the difference between 
^bcm, and, therefore, i^ order to 
bringabout a reconciliation, be took 
an opportunity, the morning before 
their wedding-day, of thus accoft- 
ingher: " My dear, (faid he) though 

H a w« 
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«* we have now been man, and wife, 
•' nearly twenty years, we have nc- 
"** ver above one holiday made toge- 
•' ther. To-morrow is our wedding- 
** day, and if you pleaie, we will 
'< dine together at the fiell at £d- 
*' monton, my fider, and her child, 
** yourfelf, and three children', will 
** fill the chaiie, and I will ride on 
** horieback «fter ydu. My good 
<* friend, the Caliendert will, you 
-** know, lend me hii bot^, fo that 
" I {ba}l be at no t:rpefice «tti thftt 
«* account." •• That is well ^faid (w- 
" p!i<dr Mrs. Gilpin J and as wine is 
" dear, w« will be furniihcd with 
-** oar own, efpecially as it is much 
"better than any we (hdl be able 
"to get." 
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John Gilpin kifTed his loving wlfc^ 
overjoyed to find, that though iho 
was on pleafure bent, fhe was, at 
the fapGie time, determined to be as 
frugsil as poffible. Accordingly the 
next morning, the chaife was 
brought, and ordered to be in wait- 
ing, about three doors off, left the 
neighbours (bould think they were 
proud, and in Mrs. Gitpin^ and the 
QihcT Jix precious fouls ^ inftantly got, 
and off they drove as if every mo- 
ment had*^ been an hour till they ^ 
reached their journey's end. John 
Gilpin i zs he flood at his horfe'& 
fide, feized faft the flowing mane^ 
and. got up in hade to ride, but 
had no fooner mounted his horf&^> 

H 3 than, 
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than bel vras <AfIiged to come <k>wn 
agaii^, for fcarcely had he reached 
the faddIe-4rQ^^ in order to begin 
his journey, when turning round 
his facPj thf^e cufl:omer€ came in. 

yobn Gilpin^ though be. grieved 
th^ Iqfs of timej coy Id not bear the 
th^^ht of lofing a cuftdmer. He, 
therefore, came down from his 
horfe i but he h^d no fooner fuited 
his cuftomers to their mind, than 
Betty called out, that her mijirefs 
had gone without the wine. *' Good 
^« lack 1 (cried John Gilpin) that is 
5^ unlucky, indeed ! yet bring it to 
^^ me, my leathern b^It alfo, in 
«' which I bear my trufty fword 
•^ when I exercife." 

Now 
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Now Mrs. Giipin^ who was a 
moft careful foul, had two ftonc 
bottles to hold the liquor, and each 
of diem had two curling cars.— ^ 
John Gilpin^ therefore, drew the 
belt threw them, and hung one 
bottle on each iide to make the ba- 
lance equal. Thcii over all, tluit 
he might be properly equipf>ed from 
head to foot, his long red cloak, 
well bru(hed and neat, h^ carefully 
threw* 

John Gilpin being thus happily 
remounted, upon his nimble fteed, 
ilowly paced him with great cau« 
tion over the ftones, but finding 
foon a fmoother road, the fnorting 

beaft 
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Iteaft began to trot, which very 
much galled him in his feat. John 
Gilpin^ cried ^* fair znd foftJy T but 
it W4S in vain that he attempted to 
flacken the creature's pace;, his trot 
became a gallop foon in fpite of 
curb or rein, fo (looping down, he 
grafped the horfe's mane with both 
hands, and held by it with all his 
might, but all would not do, away 
went Gilpin ! neck or nothing ! 
and away went his hat and wigj 
leaving him full fpeed on the road- 



CHAP. 



.JL 



■^ Wi*>. 



< 8x ) 



CHAP. X. 

HOW Hfi INTENDED TO HAVS 
DINED AT SDMONTON9 AMD 
WAS CAHRIED TEN MILE8 BE- 
YOND IT. 

nPH|) horjfc on which yohn GiU 
^ [pin rode, having never before 
iMcn ufed in fuch a way, be- 
eatxte more aad more affrighted, ai 
he endeavoured to flop k by pal* 
liiig bold of h\^ mane. To add to 
his ill lw:k;, the wind too blfew right 
in his teeib, whd«k t0oic,hi( c\o%kt 

tUl 
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till loop and button failing both^ it 
at laft flew away entirely, which 
left expofed to view, a bottle fwing- 
ing at each fide. The dogs now 
barked, the children fcrcamed„ the 
windows were all thrown up, and 
every one' cried out " Well done /'* 

as loud as he could bawL 

< * 

Although poor Gilpin was in fuch 
a pitiable plight, it was impoflible 
for him not to hear the wicked 
jokes that were cracked upon him 
on the road, ** Jie carries weigh f' 
cded one ; " ke rides a race T faid 
ianother ; " it h for a thoufand 
pounds,'' called a third ; and as he 
drew near, it wa« curious to obferve, 

how 
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how in ft moment, the turnpike^ 
men threw open their gates, and 
as he went bowing down his head, 
the two bottles behind him were, 
by an accident, ihattered at a blow* 
which made the wine run down 
into the road, and caufed his 
horfe's flanks to fmokc, as if they 
had been actually bafted, and to 
cncreafe the laugh raifed againfthim, 
the two ears of the ftone bottles 
were flill left dangling at his waift. 

In this fituation, he continued 
until he came to the wa(h near 
Edmonton, when plunging into the 
middle of it he threw the water 
en both fides, juft like a trundling 

mop, 
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mop, or a wild goofe at play. On his 
coming near the Bell at Edmonton, 
Mrs. Gilpin and her company, were 
in the balcony, and could not help 
wondering much to fee how her 
hulband rode. '• Stop^ Jiopy John 
Gilpin' 1 here's the houje ! (they all at 
once did cry) the dinner waits, and 
nve are tired V* poor Gilpin heard 
them, and diredtly anfwered **fo am 

ir 

* 

His horfe, however, was not at 
all inclined to tarry there, but flew 
like an arrow fwift to his owner's 
houfe, full ten miles off, in the 
neighbourhood of Ware, for it was 
impoffiblc to ftop him, — The Cal- 

lender 
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lender^, furprifed to fee his friend ia 
iuch a plight^ laid down his pipc^ 
and demanded what news be bad 
brought— ^ivby bare- beaded be bad 

come 9 — or why he had come at all? ** I 

• « • 

came (cried John Gilpin) becaufc 
your borfe would comCy and if I am 
not much miftaken, my hat and 
.wig .will loon be here^ they are upon 
the road.'\ 

The Callender glad to find his 
friend fo merry amidft his ill liick, 
returned lii$i not a fingle word, 
but went direcflly into the houfe^ 
frqm whence he prefently camie 
back with a hat and wig, the latter 
of which drooped'behind, and hold- 

I i;)g 
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log ihexn up, to Q^w his wit in hh 
turn, cried outt *^ my head is twice 
as big as your's (looUng at y^im 
m^inj tbtyi, thcr^ort, needs m^Jk'' 

Having {mA this by way of put« 
ting his mind in good humourj the 
ddlmdir wiped the dirt away that 
hang about poor Gilpin*^ hco, and 
advifed him to flop and eat, for that 
he mud furely be in a hungry cafe« 

John CtH^n wotuld fain have taken 
fome refrelhment, but that be 
thought it would Mhave heen veiy 
odd, if his wife Should, on their 
wedding-day, dine at Edmonton^ and 
he at Ware. Then fpcaking to his 

I 2 horfe. 
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liorfe, " I am in haftcto cat;; ((aiJ 
he) it was for your pleafure^you came 
here, you (hall go hack for mine/* 
but while he fpoke, a braying afs 
itiddenly affirighted the horfe^ which 
made him fnort as though he had 
heard a lion roar, and gallop ofF^ 
full fyc€d as he had come. Awjiy 
vfmOHfik / and away went GUpin^^ 
hat and wig 1 which he loft fooner 
tbao the others, both being hf 
auck too large fot his head^ 



eHAT. 
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CHAP. XI, 

How HE MET WITH SEVERAL 
OTHER ACCIDENTS, AND GOT 
SAFE TO TOWN AT LAST. . 

MRS« GILPIN, and her com* 
pany being ftill in the bal- 
cony, they plainly cfpicd poor Gti^ 
pin full fpeed on the road, unablt 
to flop, or check his horfe, and giv^ 
ing the greated expedtation of his 
being every minute thrown ofF and 
daihed to pieces. 

Alarmed at his no lefs perilous, 

than ludicrous fituation, Mrs. G/7- 

pin 
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pjh puUed out half a^ cnowti/ 
(he promifed the yooth that bad ^ 
driven her to Edmonton, if he 
would ride after her hufband, and 
bring him> back agakt fafe and: 
well 4 

a 

The yiouth readily uxulertook liie: 
tdik, a]»l inftantly faddling. one^of . 
tbe hoitfes belonging to the chaHe,. 
immediately rode after Jabn^ GiJpm^^ 
and not: long after came ap withi 
hinab;> bute febiung faft the flowing; 
rein,, ia ordei? to Hop his horfis, be 
only niade tliings much worfe, for 
not being^ aible to keep hii hold; he 
but fri^tened^hecreat^sre, and made ^ 
him^ run the fader. Away went. 

I I. Gilpin,. 
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Qi^mf and away went poft-boj 
after him ! both glad to clear them- 
felves of the carriages they met. 



As ill luck would have it, fix gen* 
tlemen^ who had been fpending the 
day together, happened to be upon 
the road, and feeing poor Gilpin 
ride at fuch a rate, With the^poft- 
boy fcampering after him, they 
raifcd the bue and cry i arid nothing 
but " Jiep thief! Jlop tbief! a kigih- 
wayman r was heard, and everyi<&ne 
pafSng by joining in the purliiit. 

. The only chance that poor John 
Gilpin now had, was, that the tvirft7 ; 
pike gates would be fhut ^gainft. 

him. 
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him, and the linruly creatur'e there- 
by flopped; but in this he was un- 
happily deceived, for the* turnpike 
men ftili thinking that he bad rode 
a race^ as before, threw open all 
the gates, and let him through, 
unwilling that he (hould lofe his 
wager on their account. 

In fliort, every one on the road 
no fooner beheld poor Gilpin, than 
they immediately concluded, that 
he. was actually riding for a fum of 
money. This, however, is .'moll 
certain, that had he run a race, he 
furely would have woa it, as he got 
Jir/i to totjbnv nor could he once 
flop his horfe,* until he got back 

agnin 
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zgzin to the pkea wliere be firff 
mounted it,- 

Mrs. Gi/fiin and the family^ 
hearing no tidings of ydn GUpin^^ 
polled to town with all poflible ex- 
pedition after him» and bad the fa* 
tisfadtion of Ending him juft put 
into a warm bed, from which he 
toit the next morning in perfedti 
good, health. . 

Nbcwkhftanding the dangers to 
which poor 6/i^>r had been expofed^ 
he w^ particularly fortunate in 
having e^ped without any other 
hurt> than that of a very fiight frac- 
ture in the ikin, juft above the 

right i 
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right eye. His fpirits, however, 
were fo much deprefled on the oc- 
cafion, that it was feme time before 
he could be brought to hold up his 
head. He prefently got the better 
of any perfonal inconvenience, or 
difappointmentj and even chearful- 
fully paid the bill for the dinner at 
Edmonton, though no ufe had been 
made of it. Thefe were things he 
had philofophy enough to reconcile, 
and forget, but the grcatcft misfor- 
tune was, that the whole affair Coon 
became, the talk of the townj the 
poets of the day lampooned his jour<« 
ney in wicked rhime, and the print 
(hops filled their windows with lu- 
dicrous 
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dicrotts exhibitions of him, mount- 
ed on the CaJ/eader's horfe on the 
road to Ware. 

yo&H Gf^m was now, if not one 
of the moft reJpeStabte citizens of 
the time, one of the rkhejl y he had 
either fcrved,* or fined for all ward 
offices i had been Mafter of the wor- 
shipful company %f the Drapers » 
and was at length drank to by the 
Lord Mayor for the office of She* 
t\% a Atuatton that he w«s ui» 
duccd to accept of at the particular 
rcqucfl of Mts. S^^ 

Bttt of all the peculiarities that 

iervedi 
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iibnred to diftingaiih John Gilpin^ no 
trak in l»s character was more ob- 
&iTabie^ or mfx^ the fubjed: of ge- 
neral converfation, than that inor- 
jdmate appetite that had for many 
ycar^ paft been growing upon him* 

He fcarcely ever fat down to dinner, 
before he exchanged his right wpr- 

jhipful p^rrrwig for a Ught bob, that 
he might be more cool and eafy, 

and the better enabled to do jaftice 
to bis knife and fork^ the fonner of 
Which his man Thomas ufed fre. 
^uently to Jiave given him to fharpen 
with a wbetfione, with which he al- 
ways attended behind his maimer 

burins the time of dinner. 

Nor 
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. .Nor was it ever pofliblc for any 
thing to put him fo foon out of hu- 
niour^ as the baulking him of any 
thing he had fet his mind upon. 
One day, haying invited fome com- 
pany to dine with him, at his coun- 
try houfc near Hackney ; and hav- 
ing ordered a quail to be drefled> a 
bird then in great cfteem and ex- 
tremejy fcarce on account of the 
difficulty in catching them, the 
cook^ fooner than fufFcr a favourite 

girl of his to be difappointed, who 
longed for a bit of it while on the 
fpit, whipped out his knife, and 
cut her off one of tfie legp, which 

.4ie 
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/lie pre&htly devoured. The cook, ^ 
therefore, no fooner laid the quail 
on the table in this mutilated ftate, '' 
than' Mj^. Sheriff Gtlpih^ for that 
was now his title, exprcfled his 
aftonifhment, and wondered at the 
fellow's aflurance, that "he fliould 
dare to put a quail before him with 
only one \t^. . 

The cook having nothing bilt his 
impudence to can7 him through, 
but- faced his . maftcr, that quails 
never had more than one leg\ but 
John Gilpiti was fo fenfible of the 
contrary, that the company had 
enough to do, to keep him from 
# K laying 
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laying violent hands upon the cook, 
whom he ordered to attend him the 
next morning with fome of his 
friends down the marfhes^ for the 
purpofe of convincing them, that 
the fellow had endeavoured to cover 
his audacity^ by a mofl: notorious 
falfhood* 

Accordingly the next morning 
they proceeded to the marflies, and 
were no fooner there^ than they 
perceived fome ten or twenty quails, 
fitting on one leg. " There (cried 
•* the cookf pointing to them) you 
« find they have but one leg:" 
very well (faid his majier) we'll 
fee that preiently/' and diredtly 

cried. 
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ericrf, *• whew r which fo frighteiK 
ed the blrds^ that they immediate^ 
ly dropped the other leg, and run 
away. •* There ! (continued John 
Gilpin 9 looking at the cook) I told 
you that a quail had two legs J ^ 
^* Yes, Sir, (replied the cook) but 
** your Worfhip never cried wBezu 
^^ to the quail I laid before yoa 
** yefterday, or it would prefently 
** have put out the otAer leg>!' 



it 
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CHAP. XII. 
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HOW HE THOUGHT OF BEINp 
KNIGHTED, AND WAS CR.UEJ-- 
LY DISAPPOINTED. 

,¥OHN GILPIN Having bdcn prt^ 

•^ vailc4 upoA to' Accept of the 
Lord-i|iaydr*& ^omiMti^h fot one of 
the (heriflfs, entered upon his of- 
fice with an eclaf, that his friends 
little expcifted ; he built himfelf a 
moft elegant chariot, dreflcd his 
fervants in the richeft liveries, and 
gave his public entertainments in a 
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ilyle inferior to none of bis prede«- 
cellbrs^ 

Mrs* Gilpin^ however, had her 

Views in this, and would never have 

fuiFered him to have gone to fuch 

aa expence, had (he * not hoped to 

be a Z^^ before the expiration of 

his fherivalry ;. and an event foon 

happened to givQ her every rcafoa 

to fuppofe, that: ffie (hould have 

that honour, when the Lord-^niayor 

and Alcfcernien waited on his Ma* 

jefty with an addrefs from the 

Gity on the birth of a Prince, it 

having ever been ufual for the two 

Sheriffs to be knighted on thofe oc- 

cafions. 

K 3 Affuring^ 
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. Afluring Wi»felf of^this hor^^ 
Mr. SheriiF Gilpm, the mor<>ing pf 
going up with the addrefs, put him- 
lelf in his ,beft attire^ and caufed his^ 
hor&s ta bcjdrellbd up in new blue 
ribbons.. Mrs. Gi^iuy in the mean' 
time» got her friends about htr^. 
ianxIoufLy waiting the return of her 
hmfbaad feom Saint James's^, and 
ftmufmg herfelf in writing compli- 
mentary cards in the name pf Lady: 
Gilpiny two or three hundred of 
which £he. aftually lent out, 

« 
Previous to the Sheriff's leaving 

^boipe, he tenderly falutcd Mrs^ 

Gilpin, telling her, that he fliould^. 

the moment he was knighted^ take 
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^^ hackney coacb^ and drive home W 
her withNall poffible expedition, as 
k would look extremely odd for his 
chariot to- drive out of the caval- 
cade, and as he {hould not have 
patience lo return home in the 

m- 

foail-pacjed manner it would pro- 
ceed back to the Manfion-houfe* 

How exceedingly uncertain, how- 
ever, are the beft- founded expec- 
tations of this life !. John GilpirL 
had .fcarcely reached the end o£ 
Chancery-lane,, when a fellow 
carelefsly driving hisr dray, took off 
one of the wheels of ^his chariot 
fecfore hia coachman could poffibly 

be: 
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be upon his guard againft the ac* 

cidenf* 

Now it happened, that there 

Ihould have been, juft.at this time, 

a general thaw, after a very long 

and fevcre. frofl:, in confequence of 

which,. the highways were exceeds 

ingly dirty, and the kennels (o 

overflowed as to require three or 

four planks,, as a kind^ of tempo* 

rary bridge over them ; and the 

poor Sheriff being tilted ov€r the 

fide of the kennel at the end of 

Ghancery-lane>^ which was big 

enough, in all. confcience, for a 

fmall boat to have floated* on, fc^l 

fideways 
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iiiifiways into it, an^ bfefore any 
afliftance could be given hi&x, wa^ 
in a moft terrible condition, owing 
to the fi)rr*d gown he had on, 
fpreading itftlf as ht fell^ and 
foaking^up. fomuch.of the mud and 

dirt. • 

■■• • • t 

i • , . .... ' • 

^ So extraordf.oary an ^acqidenjl: 
jpould not fail exciting thc.Publip 
curioizty; anil ioch a crowd pre^ 
gently colkded itfelf around, that 
it was with much diiHpvtlty . J^c^^^ 
Gilpin coul4 be got ipto a neighr 
bourir^ ihpp to be clcane4> an'4 
his wig being lo/l in th?^ fall,, hi? 
appearance was too ludicrous not to 
caufc every dnotion'6f paty tcf be 

loft 
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loft in the loud burfts of laughter 
that it occa(ioned» 

The Lord*mayor being informed 
of the difafter that had befallen the 
poor Sheri6F^ thought fit to order 
the cavalcade to flop awhile in oc« 
der to give him an opportunity of 
joining it again ; but being given to 
underftand that it would be impof- 
fible for him to do it in lefs tbati 
half an hour; the proccflion was 
ordered to proceed flowly on to- 
wards Saint James's, in hopes that 
the Sheriff might be able to come 
up with it in timev 

Accordingly every expedition be- 
ing ufed in cleaning and drying his 

cloaths», 
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ft 

dbaths, the SherifF took a hackney 
coacby and drove in fuch hade to 
Saint James'Sj as to be there at the 
very moment the Lord-mayor and 
Aldermen Jiad entered the Royal 
Prefence. John Gilpin^ however, 
entirely ignorant of this, made the 
beft of his way into the antr-room, 
where thofc who formed the ca- 
valcade had been taking fome re- 
freshment, and the lady in waiting 
fappofing him one of the Lord- 
mayor^s fuite, very politely aflced 
him to take a bafon of. caudle, 
which the poor SherifF as politely 
accepted of, being very faint, and 
much fatigued, and not imagining, 

that the Lord-mayor, whom he had 

not 



-V 
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not yet enquired after, ceuld be de- 
livering the addrefs, 

Eager, however, to partake of the 
honor^ at the fame time that he was 
defirous of refrefhing himfclf, he 
began fupping the caudle while fb 
extremfly hot, that he bad no fbon- 
er got fome of it in his mouth, than 
unable either to retain it, or fufFer 
it to go down his throat, he imme- 
diately fpurted it all about, not only 
on his waiftcoat and laced frilJ, but 
even upon the lady in waiting, ancf 
the maids of honon It was in vain^ 
that he thought of apologizing. All 
was chaos and confuiion ! The ladies 
ftared, and poor cilpin blufbed, and 
at laft, was upon the point of at- 
tempting 
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tempting an explanation, from which^ 
however, he was happily relieved 
by the return of the Lord-mayor and 
aldermen, from the prefence cham« 
bcr, who exprejjeda great deal of fa^ 
tisfaStion at the pkafure of feeing bimi 
but informed bim, at the fame time» 
that tbey had frefented the addrefsp 
and had been graciotfjly received. 

^his fo exceedingly chagrined 
poor Gilpin^ that he immediately 
got into the. hackney coach that 
brought him, and ordered the coach- 
man to drive him to his houfe as 
faftas poflible, which he was no 
fooner known to be approaching, 
from his fervant being behind it, 

L than 
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jthftft ; Mt&. Gilpin : Imm^iatcly .cqar 
«clu4ed, he : had. rQceiveid . th^ , ho- 
nor of Knight bosdt and thc; Sheriff 
ha4 fcarcjsly entcf <?d jthe roomt . thaa 
Ixc^ WM iajut^d hyvthe title of Sir . 
J^n !Pi^^{ and congratulated on thfi. ^ 
l\Of|ipr he hgd r^:eived» An expla* . 
fiatioTif howeverr talcing place» Mrs« 
Ci^pin iounediately fell into iits».and 
was put to bed ; upon her getting 
the better of thenif fhe continued 
extremely ill^ r^ufing to take anjr 
kind of refrefhmentt or coniblation* 
whatever. . 



4 .« 
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»0W HE 'THOI/GHT *CF LIVIHtP 
-MANY YEARS, AND DrEDVERY" 

iaoN wfVeeiii^^ards. 

OTHtNG could poffibly have 
toore deeply aiFefted Johrv 
uHpirif "than his being difappointed 
of ^ the hbnor bf Knighthood, and^ 
atiit in a nianncr £b very unexpeft- 
cd, and unfortunate; and it was for 
a confiderablc time, that he (hut 
himfclf up, fequeftered from the: 
world, at his^ country feat, as thought 
no fuch perfon had really exifted. 

liiZ. Time, 
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c 

Time, however, that enables us 
to get the better of our misfortunesi 
at length relieved him from his dif- 
trefs, and yobn Gilpin was again 
feen, like the fun that only feems the 
.more replendcnt from its having 
been hid a while behind a cloud. In 
ihort, he was determined to put 
himfelf once more in the way of be- 
ing Knighted, and for that purpofc 
upon a vacancy happening, was cho- 
fen ALDERMAN oiPortfokeu Ward. 

As if a ftrange fatality, howevefi 
was to accompany him through life, 
he had fcarcely entered upon this new 
office, before he rendered himfclfi 
through it, a fubjeift of ccnfure and 

derifion 




J 
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dwffi6t>,-ind that by a comuo:, that? 
caufed a total> feparation to take- 
place ^between him and Mirs. Gil- 



A^ complaint: was made before: 
htm in his magifterial capacity^ by/ 
^ £fervant girl, who had tivietd in the r 
faittily fevwal years, and who was^ 
rather noticed for a handfome per* 
fon, than otherwifc, agafnll a fel- 
low fervant, of the name of JoJ^pb^ 
J ones f for having hafd hy ber a chiid^ . 
and refofiog to j^irovide for it* 

V •to 

• I 

When the alderman^ who by the : 

«. * 

bye, was more concerned in th^^ 
matter than at firft fufpeftcd, . heard • 
the: dcpofition of the complainant 

L3. Ws 



s 
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♦ ■ * * 

his WorChip. expreffed himfeJf very 
much ihocked,. that the fellow 
ihould dare to fet fo bad an exam- 
ple in. his family^ and immediately 
infifted vtpoa his providmg for die 

i 

cfaildv or going lo 6f idewell^ and 
ivas actually preparing a warrant for 
committing him zccordkigly ^Jofepb 
yones, howeicer, was not fo eafily 
intimidated, and inftead of being 
frightenedK veiy coolly hope4 
" That his Worfliip would not 
m^^^ jiiiiice in fiich. a way^ for 
that at any rate, the account ftated 
by Mrs. Betty had been a part/iff- 
Jhif accounts 






^ Hold your tocgue,. firrab, 
(cried the Alderman) give you a^ 
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inch and you'll take an ell'* It w» 
in vain, however, to conceal from 
the byftanders how the matter really 
ilood^ The Alderffmfi% confufion, 
and Betty's blufhes, equally illuftra** 
ted the meaning of what the dcfcn*- 
dant had faid> and the moft pr un- 
dent things indeed^ that John Gik 
piny perhaps, ever did ia his life^ 
was to poftpone, ^e die^ any far- 
ther confideratioa of the- matters. 

No one was at a- lofs to conceive^ 
that the child was a baie of goods-^ 
thM ought to. have been conjigned 
to tlie Alderman, and. it was^ ia 
vain to attempt preventing the ftory 
fjFonv getting abroad, and front 

coming^ 
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ccfmrihg to ttee etir 6£ Mv^.Oi/pm< 
in cammoii wkh oihdrs^, Who viftts . 
fo extremely indetfffed at her h\i{^ 
band's infidelity as to tef^k Hft^eti— 
ing to any. kind of atgurtieWt a^^fcis > 
"favors- nor coofld-all the gdod ojP- 
iiccs of their joint friends, /prevent: 
a fcparaticin from taking p[Iacfe iii» 
confequence *h^reof; •. ■'■•'. 



This kff ftroke 6fi that: iH fate 

which fo conftantly attended him,. 

and coTni%, is? it did; j^ft after 

the matriage of bis-eldfeit.'daiigKter^ , 

wa$i indeed, , m^ft fevferfely. ftlt^ m*^ 

&inHich, thatv he detfermi66d la 

leave the b\aff world,, kWd ^jtoy; 

the rehiaindir. of his days in the .: 

more retired fcenes of life. 

He&i: 
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He accordingly refigned the AU 
derman's gown, quitted bufinefs in 
favour of a young gentleman juft 
out of his time, to whom he mar- 
ried his fecond daughter, and re« 
tired with a fortune of thirty thou-* 
fand pounds, to a very pleafant 
iituation at DuIImchf to which 
place he had always been extreme- 
ly partial. 

It was in vain, however, that he 
hoped, by being out of the world, 
to be forgotten. A thoufand ridi- 
culous ftories followed him, even in 
his retirement ; not but that he now 
had arrived at an age, and at a de- 
gree of philofophy, not to fuffer his 

feelings 
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.feelinfgs to be affe<ftod by tbcm, and 
would have 4ivcd hf^fpily tAOU^^ 
^'had ijiot his fclicitybaen interri^ptdd 
by thc'fudden exit of feiaVife^frow 
this earthly ftagc^ where^the curtaki 
.drops whenever the 'ptoniptt''f 
Deaths chtrfes^.for ever ta dofe otr 
&ene h .... 



i • 



After this, John Gilpifi W^b k^'- 
dom feen to appear in fpirits^ and 
frequently gave ev^eiJy ftHCm to' 
think he-woold fooncr,; 6r later, <15e 

ofa broken 'heart. Company i^^ 
amufemcnts,. of 'every 'kifld, v^^^^ 
alterii^ately r6forted to for 'relief/ but 

in vain. Evcfy effort to recover hioi" 
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fell from theftateof dcfpondcncy in- 
to which he had been thrown, prov- 
ed ineflfedtual. His infidc was nearly 
gone by a long courfe of vexation 
and grief i and, an accident hapr 
pened very inadvertently, indeed, 
to hafleo bis^ diflbj ution. . 

A neighbour of his, perceiving 
the rapid ftrides his diftrefs of mind 
was making on his conflitution, as 
a means of relieving him, in fome 
meafure therefrom, invited yoJbn Gi/^ 
pin to accompany him to a friend's 
houfe,'near Gravtfendf to celebrate 
harveft home, ^obn- Gilpin ^ though 
never thought fuperilkious, did qot 

very 
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very well like the nane of flie place, 
but the finenefs of the weather, the 
agreeable company of his friend, and 
thefalubrious air that he would there- 
by meet with, induced him to accept 
of the invitation. 

Never was more hilarity known 
thao on the occafion. Three whole 
days were devoted to feftitity and 
mirth, while Bacchus and Ceres 
prefidcd at the feaft. Not only the 
mafter-of the gueft and his friends, 
drank plentifully of the juice of the 
grape, but ^very one around them, 
infomuch that it would have been 
impoflibletohavedifcovered anyone 
in the evening, that might not be 

called 




called completely haj]|)y! aithiog 
though^ whichj however defireable 
m itfelf^ proved fatal in its conie« 
quences. 

^t had b^ecL rH lOufliom jwith Jnfyi 
<j;^^.£or feveral ye^rs, o^ver to go 
to bed vwithottt Jhaviog a twikwjd of 
water, with a ^cetft in it, jby hts fiife, 
for the purpofe (of qveacbing his 
thirft in the night, during whieh 
he woald often he in w^nt of Some- 
thing to drink. 

He therefore defired Farmer Rfiy-^ 
nolds^ at whofe houfe he was^ to 
order his fervant to let hjm have a 
tankard of water with a toaft in it 

M in 
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id his room at night ; bat the far* 
mer, being a hearty, joking fellow, 

and not thinking he £hould ufe his 
friend well, if he gave him water, 
ordejed his fervant to make fome 
punch in his large filver tankard. 
The fervant according fet about it 
immediately^ and willing to do cre- 
dit to his mafter^s orders, inftantly 
HUeci^ the two-quart tankard with 
punch, made very ftrong and fweet, 
and put it on a chair clofe by the 
fide of JoAn Gilpiris bed, who think- 

inj5 it water, and taking hold of it 
feveral times in the night between 

Hecping and waking, drank up the 
^hole, fo that whcii he was called 

in 
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ii> the morning to brcakfaft, , as ufa- 
all he was unable to iland on his/ 
fceu 

Though y<)&n Gilpin had cvidentFy , 
been on the decline for fomei tima 
paft^ there is no doubt, but ]that 
the cri£s of his fate was haftened 
by this accident* fince the quantity , 
of punch that he drank threw him 
into a fever, that carried hirh ofT in 
three days after his. return to hi^ 
houfe at Dullwich* ' 

Thus ended the Life oi John 
Gilpin^ unfortunate though inno* . 
cent, more various than mifchic- 
vous, and lefs hurtful than di^ 
¥crting. 

M z He 
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He made a wiU the day before 
his death^. by which he bequeathed 
the whole of his fortune, to be 
equally divided amongfl his three 
difughteris 1 and hia remains were 
inti^red, with greaf funehil pdtAp^ 
in rfic vauk of hi* wife's fattiBy, 
af AJhfori^ in Kmt^ With this iir- 
fcriptibh only on the cover of hi* 
cdfiia— 

An elegant monument, howeveri 
is intended to be erected to hia mef- 
mory, fhould the profits of ^is 
^^ Account of bis htfe^^ proye fuffi- 
cient to defray the expences thereof. 

JOHN 




JOHN G I L B I N ' g. 

J^OURNEY TO EDMONTON, 

As read repeatedly with the greateft Applaufchjr * 
Mr. Hj^nderson, at Eree Malbn's Hall* j . 

To the Tune of * Chevy Chace.* 

rOHN GILPIN was a citlzeit: 1 

Of credit and renown ; 
A train-band captain eke was he 
Of famous London- town-.. 



John Gilpin's fpoufe faidto her dear^. 

• Though wedded we have b^en 

*' Thefe twice ten tedious years, yet we 

• No holiday have.feen* 

*• To-morrow is our wedding-day, 

• And we will then repair 
*'Unto the Bell at Edmonton, . 



/ * 



• Allan a chaife>nd pair. . ... 

M-j . *'R?ty 
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; My fiiler and my lifter's child^ 

* Mj^elfandcbitdren three, 

!t WHi fill the chaii&-«-fo yovi miift £id» 
i On horfebftek after v^^ 

He foon reply'd^^ I do admire 

* Of womai)}cind butone;^ 

* And you are ihe, .my deareft dear,. 
^ Therefore it ihall be done. 



^ I am a linen-draper bold, 
' ^ As all the world does know | 

* And my good friend, the cal lender^ 
« Will lend his horfe to go/ 

Quoth Mrs. Gilpin—* That's well faid ; 
' Anij for that wine is dear, 

• We will be furnifii'd with our own, 
f Which is fo bright and clear. 



John 
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John Gitpin kife*d l\\0 loving wife y 

Overjoy *d was he tp-fbod. 
That though on pleafuc^ftf Was- ben^. 

She had a frugal mmd*. 

The morning eaile^ l!he^ chaife v^hvcfiighf^ 

But yet was not allow'd < 
To drive up to the dQor^ left ^IL 

Should fay that fhe was proudi 

So ihree doors off the chaifewasftald^ 

Where they did all gjst i% 
Six precious foulsr^ aild al^l^agbg: 

To dafli through thick and thim. 



■^„i 



Smack went the whi^ round went the ^heel^,^ 

Were never folks to glad y 
The ftone^^id rattle underneath^ 

As if €beapfide were mad» 



John 
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John Gilpin, at his^ horfe's fide,. • 
Seiz'd faft the flowing mlne^ 

And up he goMn hafte fb rid«. 
But foon came down again*. . 

For ladile-trcefcsirce.rea<ih'd had hc^ 

His journey to begin. 
When, turning round his face^ 

Three cuflomerscame in^.^ * 

-^ 

So down he came ; for lofs of time^ 
Although it griev'd him fore,. 

Yet lofs of pence, full well he knew.^ 
Would grieve him ftill mucfi more*. 



'Twastlong before the- cuftomprS' 
ft "■ 
Were fuited to their mind,, 

When Betty fcream'd into hisears* 

« The wine is left behind !•" 



* Good 
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* Good lack!' quoth he j * yet bring it mc» 

• My leathern belt likewife, 

* In w^hich I bear my trufty fword 

* When I do exercife/ 



Now Mri, Gilpin««>e«rdAil foul !r- 

Had two ftone bottles fbund^ 
To hold the liquor wbi^ (he lov% 

And keep it Tafe tt^found^ 

Each bottle had two^ct)Hingt.ears; 

Through which the beftf Hb dr6Wi 
He hung one bottle on each fide. 

To make his balance true. 

Then over all, that he might be 

Equlpp'd from top to toe» 
His long red cloak, well bru0i*d and neat. 

He manfully did throw. 



Now 
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Now fee.him mounted once agaia 

Upon his nimble fleed, 
Full liowly paciAg o^cr the ftones^ 

With caution And good heed. 

But finding foon a fmoother road 

Beneath his well-fliod feet. 
The fnorting b^aftb^gan to tjfa;t^ 

Which gaird him in bis feat^ 

* So, fair and foftl/y' John, did cry„ 

But John he cr^'d in vain^. 
That trot became a gallop foon 

In fpite of curb or rein.. 

So ftoopihg down, as he needs muft 

Who cannot fit upright. 
He grafpM the mane with both his hands. 

And eke with all his might. 



9. > 
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A vray ^ent Gilpin, neck or iiought^ 

Away went hat and wig j 
Xle little dreamt, when he fet out. 

Of running fuch a rig^ 

"The horle, who never had before. 

Been handled in this kind, 
Affrighted fled ; and, as he flew. 

Left all the world behind. 



The wind did blow, the cloak did fly, 
Like ftreamer long and gay J 

Till loop and button failing both^ 
At laft it flew a^^ay. 

Then might all people well difcern 

The bottles he had flung ; 
A bottle fwinging at each fide. 

As has been faid or fung. 






The- 
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The dogs did h^tk, tliecbildren fciream'd^ 

Up flew the windows atl ; 
And ev'ry foul cryM out, « Well done 1*^ 

As loud as he could bawK 

Away went Oilpin — who but he ! 

His fame foon fprczd around— 
* He carries weight ! — he rides a race !— * 

♦ 'Tis for a thoufand pound!' 

Andftill, »s£iftashedrewjiear, 

*Twas wondcrfui*tp viewr, 
HoW| in a trice, die tucnpike-^men 

Their gates wide open threw* 

And now, as he went ibowing down 
His recking head full low. 

The bottles twain, behind his back. 
Were (hattcr'd at a blow. 



Down 
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Down ran the wine into the road,- 
Moft piteous to be feen. 

And made his horfe's flanks to faiok<V 
As he had bafted been. 



But ffill he feemM to carry weighf^ 
With leathern girdle bracM ; 

For ftillthe bottle necks were left 
Both dangling at his waift. 

Thus, all through merry Ilirngton,- 
Thefe gambols he did play. 

And till be came unto the Wa(h 

Of Edmonton (b gay. 

And there he threw the walh about 

On both fides of the way ; ■ 

Juft like unto a trundling-mop> 

Or. a wild^'goofe at play. 

N 
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At Edmonton his loving wife 

From the balcony fpied 
{ler tender hufband, wond'ring muck 

To fee how he did ride*. 

f Stop, ftop, ^ohn Gilpin ! befe's the boufe P 

They all at once did cry ;- 
f The dinner waits, and we are tired r— 

Said Gilpin— * So ami!* 

Sut, ah ! his horfe was not a whit 

Inclined to tarry there ; 
*For why f — his owner had a houfe 

Full ten miles off, at Ware., 

So lilce an arrow fwift he flew 

Shot by an archer ftrong ; 
Sa did he fly — whieh brings me to> 

The middle of my fong«. 



Away 
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Away went Gilpin, out of breaths 

And fore again ft his will^ 
Till at his friend's, the callendcr's. 

His horfe at laft ftood ftUK 



The callender, furpris'd to ice 

His friend in fach a trim» 
Laid down his pipe, flew to the gate. 

And thus accofted him— 

< What news ? what news ?~the tidings tell \ 

« Make hafte and tdl me all ! 
' Say, why bare-headed you are come, 

< Or why you come at all V 

Now Gilpin ha4 a pleafant wit. 

And lov*d a timely joke j 
And thus unto the callender, 



Kvk merry ftrains he fpok< 

N 2 * I came 
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il cfltne becaufe your horfe would come; 

* And, if I well forbodc, 

.My hat and wig will foon be here ^ 

• They are upon the road.' 



The callender, right glad to find 
His friend in merrypin, 

^cturn'd him not a fingle word, 
.But to thehoufe went in : 



^Whence ftraight he came with hat and wijjj 

A wig that droopM behind, 
A hat not much the worfe for wear : 

£ach comely in its kind. 

He held them up; and, in. his turn 

Thus fliewM his ready wit— 
^ My head is twice as big as yours, . 

* They therefore needs muft fit 



^But 



'^'But let me fcrape the dirt away 
* That hangs about your face ; 
-«.And ftop and eat— for well you may 

< Be in a hungry cafe !" 

:Said John— < It is.tny wedding-day; 

< And folks would gape and ftare, 
^ If wife {hould dine at Edmonton, 

•^ And I fhouW dine at Ware/' 

Then, fpeafcing to his horfe, he faid, 

< I am in hafte to dine ; 

, -^ Twas for your pleafure you came here^ 

< You Ihall go back for mine/ 



/Ah! lucklefs word and bbotlefs boaft, 
For which he paid fjuU dear ; 

3For, while he fpoke, a braying^afs 
Did iing moft loud and clear : 



Whereat 
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Whereat his horfe did fnort, as it 
He heard a lion roar ; 

And gallop'dofF, with all his mighty 
As he had done before* 



Away went Gilpin^^and away 
Went Gilpin's hat and wig ; 

He loft them fooner than at fbft : 
For why f — they were too big. 

Now Gilpia*s wife, when (be had (een 
Her hufband pofting down 

Into the country far away. 

She puIPd out half*a-crown i 



And thus unto the youth (he faid 

That drove them to the Bell, 
* Thkfkall be yours, when you bring back 

^My huftand Mt aad well. 



The 
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The youth did ride Md foon Ihey met^ 
He try M to flop John^s horfe 

By feizing faft the flowing rem>. 
But only made tjiings worfe*. 

For, not performing what he meanf^, 
And gladly would have done. 

He thereby frighted Gilpin's horfe^, 
And made him fafter run,. 

Away went Gilpin — and away 
Went poft-boy at bis heels j 

Xhe poft«boy's horfe right glad to mii^* 
The lumber of the wheels- 

Six gentlemen upon the road,. 

Thus feeing Gilpin fly,. 
With poft-boy fcamp'ring in the rcar,^ 

They rais'd the hue-and-cry* 



Stopj 
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* Stop thief J.?— flop Chief !— a highwayman !* 

Not one of them was mute ; 
So they, and all that pafs'd that way^^, 

Soon join'd in the purfuit^ 

But all the tuuipike-gates again 

Flew open in Ihort fpace ; 
The men ftill thinking, as before^. 
That Gilpin rode a race : . 

* 

And fo he did, and won it too, . 

For he got firft to town : 
Nor ftopp'd till where he firft got up 

He did again get down. . 



Now let us fing— •' Long live the king ; 

* And Gilpin, long live he j 

* And when he nejct does ride abroad* 

* May I be theifc to fee ! 

FIN I Sv 
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